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   31st January 2017 
 
 
Dear James 
 
 
Thank you for your letter of 22 December regarding the Education and Skills Committee’s 
discussion on the additional funding committed to mental health and your request for further 
information in relation to the allocation of this funding to support services for children and 
young people. 
 
From the £150 million we have announced a £54.1 million package of support over 5 years 
to improve access to mental health services.  Details of this allocation were provided in a 
letter sent to Boards in March 2016, a copy of this letter is attached separately. To 
summarise this funding included:  
 

 £24.7 million to improve capacity to see more people more quickly; 
 

 £24.6 million to improve workforce supply and train existing staff; 
 

 £4.8 million through Healthcare Improvement Scotland for a Mental Health Access 
Improvement Support Team who will provide a comprehensive package of support to   

 work in partnership with Boards to improve access to mental health services. 
 

In addition to the funding announced to support improved access to services we have 
announced: 
 

 £10 million over 2 years to support over 30 innovative tests of change in primary care 
mental health services, many of which focus on improving the physical health of 
people with severe and enduring mental illness; improving support available in rural 
areas and in areas of high social-deprivation. The third sector, including link workers 
will have a key role to play in this, signposting people to local community resources 
such as peer support, and helping them manage their own conditions.   

 
 A £15 million Mental Health Innovation Fund to support better access to CAMHS and 

to develop innovative approaches to delivering mental health services.   




